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Talawanda School District & the Oxford 
Area

● Service area includes the City of 
Oxford and four surrounding 
Townships = 144 square miles 
(same area as Talawanda School 
District)

● Rural area situated between 
Cincinnati and Dayton

● Home of  Miami University with 
approximately 16,000 students

● City of Oxford has approximately 
7,000 full time residents



Talawanda Health Coordinating Council

Purpose: To create a healthier 
community by addressing 
non-academic barriers to 
learning, building upon family 
and community strengths, and 
involving families and other 
community members in all 
phases of student success. 



Asset Based Framework



Principles of Asset Building

● All young people need assets.
● Everyone can build assets.
● Relationships are key.
● Asset building is an ongoing process.
● Consistent messages are crucial.
● Intentional repetition is important.

Source: Search Institute



CASEL - Collaborative for Academic, 
Social, & Emotional Learning  

Social Emotional Learning is the process through which 
children and adults acquire and effectively apply the 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and 
manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and 
show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships and make responsible decisions (CASEL, 2017)

● Self-Awareness
● Self-Management
● Social Awareness
● Relationship Skills
● Responsible Decision-Making



Myths about Social Emotional Learning

● SEL is only teaching students about 
feelings.

● SEL skills aren’t as important as 
“hard” skills.

● Kids learn SEL skills automatically.
● There’s only one way to teach SEL.
● SEL is only for kids with behavioral 

issues.
Source: Understood for All, Inc.



“Social-emotional learning improves 
children’s mental health and helps them avoid 
risky decisions, make healthy choices and stay 
drug free.”
Paolo DeMaria

Superintendent of Public Instruction



Ohio SEL Standards

“Ohio's K-12 Social and Emotional Learning 
Standards are provided by grade bands (kindergarten-
grade 3, grades 3-5, middle grades and high school) 
and provide a continuum of development across five 
competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management, 
Social Awareness, Relationship Skills and Responsible 
Decision-Making. The social and emotional learning 
standards are for all students, kindergarten through 
grade 12, with the understanding that each child
develops at his or her own pace and may excel in one 
set of skills while struggling in another.”

Source: Ohio Department of Education



Sample of Standards



District Initiatives



Funding Sources

● Majority of Initiatives… 
○ Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) Rural 

Communities Opioid Response Program Implementation Grant
○ Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) Rural 

Communities Mental and Behavioral Health Grant
● Also…

○ Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services Primary 
Prevention Grant

○ Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services & Ohio 
Department of Education K-12 Prevention Education Initiative

This initiative was supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as a part of a financial assistance award 

totaling $1,000,000 with 100% funded by HRSA/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA/HHS, or the U.S. 

Government. For more information, please visit: Acknowledge HRSA Funding

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=12185&d=jL-F4g3UOU6SghynQ2QlK5A_tCt0T1TB7BHJAWv0OA&s=44&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2ehrsa%2egov%2fgrants%2fmanage%2facknowledge-hrsa-funding


Panorama Education

● Tool to assess student Social Emotional Learning Needs
○ Student surveys given grades 3-12
○ Teacher perception surveys given K-2

● Administered in Fall and Spring Semesters
● Data reviewed by counselors and available to teachers 

as needed
● Ability to cast a wider “net” and affirm current 

knowledge
● Inform SEL lesson focus
● Partner with Butler County Family and Children First 

Council to include substance use questions grades 4-6



Sample Questions







Calm Classroom

● Trauma sensitive 
mindfulness for preK-12

● 3 minute scripted techniques
● Breathing, stretching, 

focusing, and relaxation 
techniques

● Provides staff training and 
self-care wellness support

● Staff volunteer to participate
○ Year 1 Cohort
○ Year 2 Cohort



Evaluation Report



Let’s practice!



Second Step

● Curriculum used K-5; 
available K-12

● Digital version or Teacher 
Kits

● Aligns with SEL standards
● Taught by Counselors, 

reinforced by teaching staff
● Choose lessons based upon 

Panorama data
*Middle and High School have chosen different 
curriculum based upon staff feedback & needs



PAX Good Behavior Game

● Evidence based, universal 
prevention strategy 

● Teaches the skills of self-
regulation - helps students 
manage thoughts, feelings, & 
behaviors

● Strategies implemented as part of 
normal classroom 
routine/instruction

● Aligns with CASEL core 
competencies



PAX Tools

● Intended for parents, caregivers, and 
other caring adults in a community

● Teaches and provides motivation for 
building skills of self-regulation

● Common language & science as PAX 
Good Behavior Game



Community Level

● Building protective 
factors across the 
community

● Consistent 
messaging

● Working with 
employers of youth



Collaboration with Districts

● Does your state have SEL 
standards?

● Are there District priorities 
related to SEL?

● Demonstrate common goals 
between community and 
schools

Social Emotional Learning = 
Positive Outcomes 

● Academic performance
● Mental wellness
● Healthy behaviors
● School climate & safety
● Reduction in bullying

Source: https://casel.org/fundamentals-of-sel/what-does-the-research-say/

https://casel.org/fundamentals-of-sel/what-does-the-research-say/


Thank you!
Resources:

Panorama Education

https://www.panoramaed.com/

Calm Classroom

https://calmclassroom.com/

Second Step

https://www.secondstep.org/

PAX Good Behavior Game & PAX 
Tools

https://www.paxis.org/

https://www.panoramaed.com/
https://calmclassroom.com/
https://www.secondstep.org/
https://www.paxis.org/
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