
Innovative 
Mobile Medication

Take Back Days



Riverhead Community Coalition Overview



Arlington Youth Health & Safety Coalition



Mobile Medication Take Back Overview

• Medication Drop Box in the lobby of 
the Riverhead Police Department

• 4-5 mobile take backs per year

• Two types of take back events: 
“Drive Up Drug Drop Offs” and 
“MCP Road Trips”



Town of Riverhead 
Stop Throwing Out Pollutants (S.T.O.P.) Day

• Three times a year on a Saturday 
at the Riverhead Town Highway 
Yard from 8:00am-3:00pm 

• Household hazardous wastes 
and medication disposal

• Partnership with Riverhead Police 
Department, Town of Riverhead, 
Riverhead Youth Coalition, and 
media





DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day

• Twice a year on a Saturday 
from 10:00am-2:00pm at 
Peconic Bay Medical Center

• Partnership with Riverhead 
Police Department, Peconic
Bay Medical Center, 
Riverhead Youth Coalition, 
NY National Guard 
Counterdrug Task Force, and 
media



Annual Mobile Command Post (MCP) Road Trip 

• Once a year in August

• We visit four communities in 
one day 

• We visit each community for 
approximately two hours and 
set up outside of their 
community center

• Partnership with law 
enforcement, senior centers, 
retirement communities, and 
media



Arlington Rx-Drug Disposal Programs

24-hour police Rx Drug Disposal Kiosk
Community forums
Ads at local movie theater
DEA Take-Back Days



Door-to-Door Take-Back Days

When: Once a year (during summer)
Where: 4 large apartment buildings of residents of low-
income Arlington seniors over the age of 65, and 
persons with a disability under the age of 60
Who: APD, Arlington Housing Authority, Council on 
Aging Geriatric Nurse, Public Health Nurse

Nurses also provide quick wellness checks with 
residents they meet, and promote upcoming flu clinics



Other Innovative 
Programs:

Funeral Homes
Realtors

FUN FACT:

These programs were 100% 

initiated and organized by the 

Police Department!



Riverhead Community Coalition Successes
• Collection of over 3,500 

pounds of medication 

• October 2016 DEA Take Back 

• Positive publicity 

• More partnerships and 
coalition members

• Technical assistance for other 
coalitions

• Youth Prescription Drug 
Abuse Reduction 

Sedatives Amphetamines Other Narcotics

2008 5.6% 3.1% 7.5%

2014 3.1% 2.6% 2.1%

2016 0.7% 2.0% 1.9%
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of Select Substances



The Keys to Success

• Resources & Personnel

• Community Awareness

• Community Buy-In



Resources & Personnel
• A detailed timeline 

• Identifying and obtaining resources

• Youth; Business; Media; Law 
Enforcement; Religious/Fraternal 
Organizations; Healthcare 
Professionals; Local Government; 
Youth Serving Organizations.

• Having coalition members, youth, 
law enforcement, and other key 
sectors at the event



Community Awareness

• Strategic media plan

• Engaging coalition members 

• Pharmacies, doctor offices, any 
place where people will take a 
minute to read/grab a flyer 

• Utilizing another events 

• Putting flyers in community 
newsletters, rent checks, robocalls

• Town sanitation letter and website



Community Buy-In
• Free giveaways

• Wording

• Understanding your target 
audience 

• Holding the event outside 

• Branding the event 

• Partnering with other sectors 
and organizations

• Utilizing the media



Lessons Learned

• Location

• Law enforcement buy-in



What’s next for us?

• Continuing our current partnerships

• Meals on Wheels

• National Night Out

• Checking out other communities  
where we can host our Annual 
Medication Road Trip

• TOR recycling funds

• Hospice

• School Athletic Dept



Don’t Forget to Celebrate Your Successes!!!



Contact Information 

Felicia Scocozza, LMSW 
Director@RiverheadCAP.org

631-727-3722 X102

RiverheadCAP.org                                                 Arlingtonma.gov/AYHSC

Like us on Facebook, Twitter, & Instagram: 
@RiverheadCAP @ArlingtonYHSC

Kelly Miloski, MPH
Prevention@RiverheadCAP.org

631-727-3722 X106

Ivy Schmalzried, MPH
ilaplante@town.arlington.ma.us

781-316-3179


